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purifies hundreds and hundreds of per-
sons, (1:9: 22) together with his own self;

(2:2:16) my son, he purifies a hundred
generations by the mere taking of the Mantra,
as well as his own devotees and relations, as if
it were all in play. (1 : 2 : 17) And that sin
which a Vaishnava's former deeds has incurred
is destroyed like straw in a fire by once taking
the Mantra. (1 : 2 : 20)

2. My son, to the one (already) absorbed
in and purified in the holy waters of the
Krishna-Mantra, bathing in a holy shrine,
fasting, and (study) of the Vedas are (all) a
mockery/ ... That very pure Vaishnava who is
attached to reverent use of His Mantras is (him-
self) holy, and by (his) very birth purifies
hundreds of persons and relatives. (1:2 :19, 25)

3. Sri Bhagavan (Himself) says: . . . "He
who is devoted to My Mantra is independent
and everlasting; after he has once taken the
Mantra there is no more birth (for him), he
has no fear of Time or even of the Creator^
laws;3 by simply taking the Mantra he is

1 or : vexation {vidambanam).

2 Ski: ta-n-mantyopQ.saka'h.

3 Skt: n^lsti kslddbhayam tasya na niKekQdmdherapi.